
Solutions to Physics Quest 2006: Benjamin Franklin’s Secret Message 
*Due to an error in the manual, both sets of answers were considered correct. 

 
Before corrections to manual 

 
1. Sally should give the secret message to Thomas Jefferson (2) because the 

following object(s) has/have the same charge as B1: B2 and the rubbed comb. 
 
2. The number 2 appears in the top left corner of Ben’s magic square because the 

following object(s) is/are insulators: string and tape. 
 

3. The number 1 appears in square A or square B because this is the number that 
“black” is ranked when you list the colors from the one that absorbs the most light 
to the one that absorbs the least amount of light. 

1. Black 

2. Green 

3. Pink 

4. Yellow 

5. White 

4. The answer found in activity three belongs in square B because lens 2 has a 

longer focal length. 

 
 

• Complete the magic square: 
 

         L          M R 
 
   1 
   
  
   2 
 
   
   3 

2 7 6 

9 5 1 

4 3 8 
 
 
 

• Write Ben’s secret message here: 
 

American Delicacies 
 

I  
 

Now 

Miss Especially 

 



After corrections to manual 
 

1.  Sally should give the secret message to Thomas Jefferson (2) because the 
following object(s) has/have the same charge as B1: B2 and the rubbed comb. 
 
2. The number 2 appears in the top left corner of Ben’s magic square because the 

following object(s) is/are insulators: string and tape. 
 

3. The number 1 appears in square A or square B because this is the number that 
“black” is ranked when you list the colors from the one that absorbs the most light 
to the one that absorbs the least amount of light. 

1. Black 

2. Green 

3. Pink 

4. Yellow 

5. White 

4. The answer found in activity three belongs in square B because lens 2 has a 

longer focal length. 

 
 

• Complete the magic square: 
 

         L          M R 
 
   1 
   
  
   2 
 
   
   3 

2 9 4 

7 5 3 

6 1 8 
 
 

• Write Ben’s secret message here: 
 

French Help 
 

Arriving 
 

Soon 

In America 
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